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Board of Stewards were created. The church 
established a relationship with the A.M.E. Zion 
Church, and was legally confirmed in 1904. 

Mr. Speaker, founders and early members 
of John Wesley, like those of many other 
black churches, were attracted by the doctrine 
of Methodism. This doctrine, expressed 
strongly in the sermons of John Wesley and in 
the hymns of his brother, Charles, proclaimed 
that no one was too poor, too humble, or too 
degraded to share in the privilege of divine 
grace, have a personal intimacy with God, and 
have assurance of eternal life. Pioneering 
black Methodists in New York City, led by 
James Varick, paved the way for the creation 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church. From the founders of this church, the 
organizers and leaders of John Wesley 
Church in Washington, D.C. were destined to 
draw their inspiration and guidance. Since 
1851, the leadership of the church has been 
vested in forty ministers. 

Mr. Speaker, from 1855 to 1866, John Wes-
ley Church was an important community facil-
ity for black education during a time when 
public schools in Washington were not avail-
able to blacks. The church, with the support of 
philanthropic groups, provided substantial ele-
mentary education under instruction from 
black and white teachers. 

The early growth of the church was stimu-
lated by a remarkable group of able ministers. 
Five of them had been elected bishops of the 
A.M.E. Zion Church by 1904. Very substantial 
growth was indicated as early as 1884, when 
the church expanded its edifice by adding a 
second story. The architectural expansion was 
made under the supervision of Calvin Brent, 
the son of founding member John Brent who 
was one of Washington’s first black architects. 

For a dozen years before its move to its 
present location in 1914, John Wesley Church 
was located at 1121 18th Street, NW. The re-
location to 14th Street provided a beautiful, 
large edifice that many persons felt was an 
appropriate place to have a national church of 
Zion Methodism, just as other denominations 
had a national church in the nation’s capital. 
At the General Conference of the A.M.E. Zion 
Church, held at John Wesley in 1940, John 
Wesley was officially designated the National 
Church of Zion Methodism. 

During the twentieth century, the history of 
John Wesley Church has been characterized 
by increasing concern for the social welfare 
and the general quality of life of its members. 
The church has shown this concern while 
maintaining a strong interest in the spiritual 
well-being of its members and others. The 
ministerial and lay leadership of the church 
has been in the vanguard of the civil rights 
movement and the general effort to make 
Washington and the nation a better place in 
which to live. Two former pastors, The Right 
Reverend Stephen Gills Spottswood and Dr. 
E. Franklin Jackson, national civil rights lead-
ers, were instrumental in the desegregation of 
public accommodations in Washington, D.C. 
The church has held sustained leadership 
roles in the NAACP, assisted in the coordina-
tion of the 1963 March on Washington, hosted 
President Bush in 1989, and will be hosting 
the cultural program for the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation’s National Conference 
later this year. John Wesley Church is a mem-

ber of the Interfaith Council and Downtown 
Cluster of Churches. Outreach programs at 
John Wesley include workshops on domestic 
violence, care for the senior citizens, feeding 
the homeless, and awarding scholarships to 
high school seniors and college students. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute the pastor, The Rev-
erend Vernon A. Shannon, the officers and 
members of the John Wesley A.M.E. Zion 
Church, ‘‘The National Church of Zion Meth-
odism’’—a Washington monument beyond the 
monuments. 

f 

HILLSBORO HIGH SCHOOL TEAM 
COMPETES IN NATIONAL FINALS 
OF WE THE PEOPLE . . . THE 
CITIZEN AND THE CONSTITUTION 
PROGRAM 

HON. BOB CLEMENT 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my alma mater, Hillsboro High 
School, for their participation in the We the 
People—The Citizen and the Constitution pro-
gram. On May 1–3, 1999 more than 1200 stu-
dents from across the United States will be in 
Washington, D.C. to compete in the national 
finals of the We the People—The Citizen and 
the Constitution program. I am proud to an-
nounce that the class from Hillsboro High 
School from Nashville will represent the state 
of Tennessee in this national event. These 
young scholars have worked diligently to 
reach the national finals and through their ex-
perience have gained a deep knowledge and 
understanding of the fundamental principles 
and values of our constitutional democracy. 

The We the People—The Citizen and the 
Constitution program is the most extensive 
educational program in the country developed 
specifically to educate young people about the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The three- 
day national competition is modeled after 
hearings in the United States Congress. 
These hearings consist of oral presentations 
by high school students before a panel of 
adult judges. The students testify as constitu-
tional experts before a ‘‘congressional com-
mittee,’’ that is, the panel of judges rep-
resenting various regions of the country and a 
variety of appropriate professional fields. The 
student testimony is followed by a period of 
questioning during which the judges probe stu-
dents for their depth of understanding and 
ability to apply their constitutional knowledge. 

Administered by the Center for Civic Edu-
cation, the We the People . . . program has 
provided curricular materials at upper elemen-
tary, middle and high school levels for more 
than 26.5 million students nationwide. Mem-
bers of Congress and their staff enhance the 
program by discussing current constitutional 
issues with students and teachers and by par-
ticipating in other educational activities. I wish 
the student team from Hillsboro High School 
the best of luck at We the People—national 
finals. 

THE CENTER FOR CIVIC EDU-
CATION AND THE ‘‘WE THE PEO-
PLE: THE CITIZEN AND THE CON-
STITUTION’’ PROGRAM 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I want to bring an 
editorial in today’s Washington Post about the 
recent Center for Civic Education National 
Competition to the attention of Members. For 
12 years, the Center for Civic Education has 
developed and promoted its ‘‘We the People: 
The Citizen and the Constitution’’ program to 
increase student understanding and knowl-
edge of the Constitution and this document’s 
impact on today’s society. Over this period, 
the program has provided instruction to 26.5 
million students, distributed more than 89,000 
sets of free textbooks, and trained more than 
82,000 teachers in 24,000 elementary and 
secondary schools across the country. In light 
of the tragic recent events surrounding our 
Nation’s schools, this editorial shows the posi-
tive impact that this program is having on our 
Nation’s students and their sense and under-
standing of citizenship and its responsibilities. 

[From The Washington Post] 
A CLASS ACTION 

(By David S. Broder) 
The topic was the constitutional guarantee 

of freedom of association, and the questions 
from the Kentucky college teacher, the Vir-
ginia judge and the Charleston, S.C., lawyer 
came thick and fast. 

‘‘Given the volatile nature of the atmos-
phere in Colorado following the Columbine 
High School tragedy, do you think the Den-
ver City Council would have been justified in 
saying, ‘We do not want the NRA [National 
Rifle Association] meeting here this week-
end?’ ’’ ‘‘Could it have restricted the number 
of people at the meeting?’’ ‘‘Could it have 
asked for the names of those attending?’’ 

The five Hempfield High School students 
from Landisville, Pa., facing them were not 
rattled. One by one, they made their points 
in quick, incisive fashion, referring twice to 
the controlling Supreme Court cases: Bar-
ring the convention would have been justi-
fied only if there were a real threat of retal-
iatory violence. Limiting its size was not 
sensible—‘‘It should be all or nothing.’’ Ask-
ing for names could not be justified by any 
compelling state interest. 

The discussion moved to the issue of 
youths wearing symbols or clothing that 
others in school might find intimidating— 
and once again, the students spoke calmly 
and clearly about the issues that have agi-
tated the country since the Littleton mas-
sacre. 

On Sunday, the second day of the annual 
national competition sponsored by the Cen-
ter for Civic Education, a downtown Wash-
ington hotel was the place to have your faith 
in the younger generation restored. 

For 12 years, the center, funded by a $5.5 
million annual grant from the Department of 
Education and six times that much in state, 
local and private support, has promoted se-
mester-long curriculum called ‘‘We the Peo-
ple. The Citizen and the Constitution,’’ and 
trained thousands of teachers to use it in 
classrooms across the country. 

Each class is invited to compete at the 
congressional district and state level, and 
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last weekend about 1,250 students from all 50 
states and the District of Columbia gathered 
for the national finals. The format is a simu-
lated congressional hearing on an issue re-
quiring application of constitutional prin-
ciples. Each team has four minutes to 
present its prepared position and then must 
answer unscripted questions from a trio of 
contest judges for another six. 

‘‘The whole class comes to Washington,’’ 
Chuck Quigley, the program director, ex-
plained. ‘‘This is not like a debate meet, 
where the best and brightest represent the 
school. Each class divides into six teams— 
one for each unit of the course—and each 
team ‘testifies’ once in each round. You 
can’t have cliques or factions. Everyone has 
to cooperate for the school to do well.’’ 

In a 1994 evaluation of the program, Stan-
ford political scientist Richard Brody found 
it particularly successful in promoting toler-
ance of dissenting views and active partici-
pation in the political system. Carly Celmer, 
a member of the team representing Florida, 
said, ‘‘It teaches you that people can make 
mistakes, but our structure of government is 
really sound.’’ 

Elaine Savukas, who teaches the Pennsyl-
vania students I watched, said her husband, 
the principal of Hempfield High—‘‘a school 
of exactly the same size as Columbine in the 
same kind of suburban community’’—values 
the course because ‘‘it shows kids there are 
ways to work through disagreements other 
than violence.’’ 

Mary Catherine Bradshaw, the teacher of 
the Hillsboro High School entry from Nash-
ville, Tenn., said ‘‘Taunting is pervasive in 
every high school.’’ But her class, on its own 
initiative, came up with a checklist of ac-
tions federal, state and local authorities 
might take to prevent another Littleton. 
And then one student said, ‘‘There is some-
thing we can do as individuals.’’ And the 
class began circulating a pledge that ‘‘as 
part of the community . . . I will eliminate 
taunting from my own behavior. I will en-
courage others to do the same . . . and if 
others won’t become part of the solution, I 
will.’’ 

They put the pledge on their Web site and 
now are hearing that it’s been adopted at 
high schools all over the United States. 

The competition—and the underlying 
course—have attracted celebrity backers. 
Henry Hyde has coached classes in his dis-
trict; Hillary Clinton, Kenneth Starr and 
several Supreme Court justices met with 
schools in this year’s competition. 

Anthony Corrado, a distinguished political 
scientist at Colby College in Maine, has 
judged the contest for eight years and has 
helped train teachers at summer institutes 
on using the curriculum. He takes the time, 
he told me, because ‘‘the best antidote to 
cynicism is understanding the basic prin-
ciples of our system of government and being 
challenged to apply them to today’s prob-
lems.’’ 

This is a course most of us adults could 
use. 

(The phone numbers of the Center for Civic 
Education are 818–591–9321 or 202–861–8800.) 
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IN HONOR OF JOHN PETER, RETIR-
ING PRESIDENT OF KIDSPEACE 

HON. TIM ROEMER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to one of our nation’s most vision-

ary and dedicated public servants, Mr. John 
Peter, who will be retiring next month as 
President and CEO of KidsPeace. 

As many of you know, KidsPeace is a 115- 
year old, not-for-profit organization which 
helps young people face personal crisis and 
prepare for life’s daily challenges. When John 
first started working at KidsPeace in 1974, the 
organization provided a refuge for about 40 
troubled kids in northeastern Pennsylvania. 

But John had a greater vision for the organi-
zation than that. He realized that children ev-
erywhere were coming under increasing pres-
sure from broken homes, violence, drugs and 
other troubling influences in society. He knew 
that in order to truly help the children it was 
serving, KidsPeace had to find a way to get to 
them before trouble set in, and provide a 
structure to help them cope with the added 
burdens in their lives. 

Utilizing his skills as a businessman and so-
cial worker, and inspired by his training in the-
ology, John set out to expand the KidsPeace 
mission nationwide. The results have been 
spectacular. Under John’s leadership, 
KidsPeace has grown from a single facility in 
Pennsylvania to the nation’s leading organiza-
tion helping kids overcome crisis. 

KidsPeace now helps more than 2,000 chil-
dren a day at 25 centers across the country, 
and serves millions more each year through 
public education and outreach programs. Hun-
dreds of business leaders, doctors, enter-
tainers, athletes and civic figures donate their 
time and support to the KidsPeace mission. 

At a time of increasing violence and turmoil 
in our society, children across the country 
know they can turn to KidsPeace for help in 
facing tough situations at home, problems with 
friends or in school, or for guidance in becom-
ing stronger, wiser and healthier kids. 

I have had the privilege of working closely 
with John and the KidsPeace organization 
over the years through the Childrens’ Working 
Group, which I founded to help give voice to 
America’s kids. We hosted two major press 
conferences at which KidsPeace released the 
results of its national surveys of American 
teenagers and pre-teens. 

We also joined together to unveil the latest 
KidsPeace initiative: a Web site for young 
people called TeenCentral.net. I am pleased 
to note that since its inception, this site has re-
ceived more than a million visits by kids, and 
has been named one of the top Web sites in 
the country. 

Mr. Speaker, Helen Keller once observed 
that optimism is the faith that leads to achieve-
ment. In my view, John Peter is the ultimate 
optimist. He believes that every child in Amer-
ica deserves a chance to reach his full poten-
tial, and that no child should be left behind. He 
has dedicated his life to this cause and our 
nation has benefited greatly from his efforts. 

I congratulate John on his many accom-
plishments with KidsPeace and the out-
standing work he has done to help children 
and families overcome crisis. He may be retir-
ing from KidsPeace, but his contributions will 
endure for decades to come. 

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SANTA BARBARA 
CARRILLO COMMUNITY RECRE-
ATION CENTER AND THE GRAND 
OPENING OF THE SENIOR INFOR-
MATION AND REFERRAL SERV-
ICE 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate Older American’s Month and to bring to 
the attention of my colleagues the 75th Anni-
versary of the Carrillo Community Recreation 
Center of Santa Barbara, California. 

The City of Santa Barbara has long placed 
a high priority on providing a safe place for 
senior citizens to engage in health education 
and recreations pursuits. It is due to this com-
mitment that the Senior Information and Refer-
ral Service has been established. This project 
represents a strong partnership between the 
City of Santa Barbara Parks and Recreation 
Department, the American Association of Re-
tired Persons, the Area Agency on Aging and 
the Retired Senior Volunteer program. Now 
seniors in Santa Barbara will have a ‘‘seam-
less’’ referral system where their questions will 
be answered and their needs met. 

I am also proud to tell my colleagues that 
this year represents the 17th Anniversary of 
the 90+ Club which celebrates all citizens in 
Santa Barbara who are 90 years of age and 
older. This Club has been sponsored by the 
City Parks and Recreation Department, the 
Valle Verde Retirement Community and the 
Southern California Gas Company. I commend 
these fine organizations for their contributions 
to seniors and our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join the City 
of Santa Barbara and the senior citizens 
whom I represent on the Central Coast in 
celebration of Older American’s Month. I wish 
the Carrillo Community Recreation Center 
many more years of success and prosperity. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unable to be present for rollcall vote 94 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Conference Report on the 
Education Flexibility Partnership Act.’’ 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 94. 
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IN HONOR OF CHILDCARE 
PROVIDER APPRECIATION DAY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Nation’s childcare providers 
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